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payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation,

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/I$A/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2015)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

. h i lication No,
Information on patent family members nternational application No

PCTAIS17/17199

-***-Cantinued from Box No. Il -***-

Group [II: Claims 12-21 are directed toward a wireless endoscopic camera system, comprising & grip region comprising a face and an
attachment collar, a ledge comprising a first concavity and a second cancavity adapted to accommodate the user’s fingers.

The inventions listed as Groups I-111 do not relate to a single general Inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, thay lack the sams or coresponding special technical features for the following reasons.

The special technical features of Group | include advancing a distal end of an endoscope to the scene of interest; illuminating the scens
of interest {(which is not present in Groups Il or JIl) using an illumination source coupled to the endoscope (which is not present in Group
11}; capturing a video signal of the scene of interest using a camera coupled to the endoscape, the camera having ohe or more video
capture characteristics affecting exposure of the video signal of the scene of Intarest; determining, with a processor, that the scene of
intarest Is overexposad or undarexposed in the capturad video signal; and changing a light output of the llumination source, by sending
a signal from the camera to the light source, while maintaining the same one or more video capture characteristics affecting expesure of
the vides gignal, to correct for overexpasurs or Undsrexposure of the video signal (which is not presant in Greups |l or 1),

The special technical features of Groug |l include gripping the camera by placing a hand on a grip member at a first end of the camera
{which is not present in Groups | or |11}, whersin a transmittar of the camera Is Jocated near a second end of the camera, opposite the
1irst end (which is not present In Group 1), wherein a distance between the grip member and the transmitter is at least & centimeters, and
wherein a balance point of the camera and the endoscope, when they are coupled together, is located at the grip mamber (which is not
present in Groups L or lll).

The special tachnical faaturas of Sroup |1l include a grip region at a first end of the endoscopic camera (which is not present in Group 1),
the grip region comprising a face and an attachment coller extending from the face in a first direction perpendicular to the grip region,
whersin the altachment collar is adapled to couple the sndestapic camera to an endescope; a ledge extending from the grip region in
the first direction, below the attachment collar, wherein the ledge is configured io resist movement of the endoscopic camera in a user's
hand, and wherein the ledge comprises a first concavity and a sacond concavity separated by a first convexity, wherein the first and
sacohd concavities are adapted to accommodate the user's fingers {which is not presant in Groups | or ll); and a wireless transmitter
located near a second end of the camera opposite the first end (which is not present in Group 1); and a light source directly couplable to
an endoscope (which is not present in Group 11} and not requiring connection to a separaie light box device (which is not present in
Groups | or 1),

The commen technical features of Groups |, I, and IIl include an flumination source coupled to an endoscope, a camera coupled tg the
endoscope, a grip region at a first end of the endoscopic camera, wherein a transmitter of the camera is located near a second end of
the cameva, opposite the first end.

These commen technical faatures are disclosad by US 2001/0016754 A1 (NAKASHIMA): an illumination source (light source unit 22;
figure 1) coupled to an endoscope (20}, a camera (30) coupled to the endoscope (20; figure 1), a grip region (at tube 25) at a first end of
the endoscopic camera {at the lower end; figure 1), whersin a transmittsr {transmitter antenna 32} of the camera (30; figure 1) is located
near a second end (upper end) of the camera, opposite the first and {opposite tha first, lower end; figure 1).

Because the common technical features are disclosed by Nakashima, the inventions are not so linked as to form a single general
inventive concapt. Therefore, Groups I-lIl {ack unfty.

Form PCT/ISA/210 {patent family annex} (January 2015)
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